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FINANCIAL AID PRIORITY APPEAL 

 

INSTRUCTIONS AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

If you have applied for financial aid but have not been offered sufficient aid to meet your need because you 
do not meet one of the priority requirements (as listed below), you may submit this appeal.  Please note that 
exceptions to these requirements are not often made.  The burden of proof is on the student to show why 
an exception is appropriate. 
 

PRIORITY APPEAL PROCESSING 
 

An appeal committee of financial aid counselors will review your explanation of any special circumstances 
you wish to have taken into account, and will respond in writing.  Priority appeals generally take about three 
weeks to process.  You may contact our office approximately three weeks after submitting your appeal to 
learn if it was considered in the last meeting of the committee and what decision was made. 
 

Be prepared to pay your own tuition and meet your other expenses regardless of the outcome of your 
appeal.  If it is approved, we will evaluate your application and award whatever funds are available for which 
you are eligible.  Application processing can be lengthy.  Short Term cash and tuition loans may be available 
(repayable in 3 to 6 months); you can apply on MyUW for a Short Term loan, or contact our office for more 
information. 
 

FINANCIAL AID ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
 

The following criteria are established by federal regulation and cannot be appealed.  To be eligible for 
financial aid, a student must: 
1. Be a United States citizen or permanent resident, and, if required, be registered for Selective Service. 

2. Be admitted to and enroll in the University in a degree or certificate program.  (NOTE:  Under some 
circumstances, non-matriculated students may have limited eligibility for Federal Direct Stafford, 
Unsubsidized Stafford and PLUS loans, not to exceed 12 consecutive months.) 

3. Provide information as required on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and any other 
information requested to confirm your eligibility. 

4. Make satisfactory academic progress.  (If your eligibility has been canceled for academic progress 
reasons and you wish to petition for reinstatement, use the blue Satisfactory Academic Progress Appeal 
form.) 

5. Not be in default on a previous student loan and not owe repayment on federal grant aid. 
 

PRIORITY REQUIREMENTS 
 

The following priorities are established by the University of Washington and may be appealed using this 
form based on extraordinary circumstances.  Students who do not meet all the priority requirements can 
still be considered for the Federal Pell Grant (undergraduates only), Federal Direct Stafford, Unsubsidized 
Stafford and PLUS loans.   
 

For first priority consideration for most aid programs, a student must: 
1. Submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) by the annual priority filing date.  The 

completed FAFSA should be submitted and date stamped as received by the federal processor with the 
University of Washington school code (003798) listed by: 

 • February 28 for the 2016-2017 school year 

  • January 15, the new priority date beginning the 2017-2018 school year 

2. Enroll full-time (12 credits per quarter for undergraduates and professional students, 10 credits per 
quarter for graduate students). 

3. Enroll in a first undergraduate degree or a graduate or professional degree program. 
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FINANCIAL AID PRIORITY APPEAL 

 

READ THE INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION BEFORE COMPLETING THIS FORM 
 

 

Student Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
     (last)     (first)        (middle initial) 

Last Four Digits of Student SSN: XXX - XX -_____________  UW Student ID #: ____________________ 
 
 

CHECK THE REASON YOU ARE APPEALING FOR PRIORITY STATUS: 
□ Late Application  

□ Part-time:  During which quarter are you appealing at part-time?   □ Summer   □ Fall    □ Winter   □ Spring     

□ Other: ____________________________________ 

INDICATE THE ACADEMIC YEAR YOU ARE APPEALING:   □ 2016-2017   □ 2017-2018   
 

EXPLANATION OF CIRCUMSTANCES 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(attach additional sheets if necessary) 
 
 

I certify the information provided on this form and its attachments is true and complete to the best 
of my knowledge.  

Student Signature: __________________________________________________________       Date: ________________________ 
 

 

OFFICE USE ONLY: 
 

Counselor_________________________  Date______________________ Decision__________________________ 
 

Priority: (circle one) LATE  PART-TIME      OTHER _________________________ 
 

NOTES: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


